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l Himeji from Ancient Times to the Middle Ages (8th-16th Centuries)
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1.The History of Himeji as a CastleTown Town

@ 10th-12th Centuries — A Large Market and the Harima-no-Kuni Sosha

(Grand Shrine of Harima Province) Were Established

Around the 10th century, a large market known as the Shikama Market appeared near the
provincial government office to the east. The market was very busy, and news of its
prosperity reached the capital. As a result, the lively market became a frequent subject of
waka poetry.

In the 12th century, the Harima-no-Kuni Sosha, a shrine complex that brought together and
enshrined 174 shrines from across Harima Province, was established near the provincial
government office to the north. It is said to have been located several hundred meters north of

its current site.

@ 8th Century — The Provincial Government Office Was Established, and a

Town of Trade and Transportation Emerged

In the early 8th century, the provincial government office of Harima Province was
established southeast of Mount Himeyama, where Himeji Castle stands today. This marked the
beginning of urban development in the area that later became the historic castle town of
Himeji.

Because Harima was located close to Kinai, the region directly controlled by the imperial
court, people and goods moved actively between Harima and Kinai. The Sanyo-do, the major
ancient highway connecting Kinai with Kyushu, also ran from east to west through Harima

Province. The provincial government office is believed to have been located near this
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important highway.
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@®16th Century — Towns Developed around Nozato and Joto, Laying the

Foundations of Himeji Castle Town

In the 16th century, groups of Foundry workers became active around Nozato, north of
the provincial government office. As the Foundry workers expanded their commercial
activities, shops and residents gradually gathered together, forming an urban settlement.

Himeji Castle is said to have originated as a fort built on Mount Himeyama in the 14th
century. However, it is thought that the site began to function as a full-scale castle from the
16th century onward. In the late 16th century, when Toyotomi Hideyoshi became lord of
Himeji Castle, he carried out major improvements to the castle. At the same time, a castle
town began to develop east of Mount Himeyama, including areas such as Nozato where local
powerful families had already established settlements. Around this time, the
Harima-no-Kuni S6sha was also moved to its present location, and another settlement
developed around it. A town was also established west of Mount Himeyama. It is
traditionally believed that people who had lived in the castle town of Aga Castle, which had
been defeated by the Toyotomi forces, were relocated there and formed a new area known as
Tatsuno-machi.

In this way, by the end of the 16th century, the basic form of the town that would later
become the Edo-period castle town of Himeji was gradually taking shape.
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. Himeji as a Castle Town in the Early Modern Period (17th-19th Centuries)
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1.The History of Himeji as a CastleTown Town

Shikama Port was also developed as an outer port for the castle town. A plan was started
to connect the town with the port by a canal. However, because the lord of the domain was
later replaced, the canal was never completed.

In 1617, the lord of Himeji changed from the Ikeda family to the Honda family. The new
administration improved the Imose River, which flowed west of Himeji Castle. The river was
developed as a water transportation route connecting Shikama Port with the castle town. The
Imose River later became known as the Senba River, and the area west of the Senba River
came to be called Senba. A temple known as Senba Honganji temple was established in the
southern part of Senba. The area around the temple became busy as a temple town, attracting
visitors and merchants.

By the beginning of the 17th century, the basic structure of Himeji Castle Town had been

completed. The basic layout of the castle town remained largely unchanged until the end of

the feudal system in the 19th century.
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. Himeji in the Modern and Contemporary Period
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@ 17th Century — Major Renovation of Himeji Castle and Development of the
Castle Town

At the beginning of the 17th century, as the Tokugawa shogunate was established, Ikeda
Terumasa, the new lord of Himeji, carried out a major renovation of Himeji Castle. Himeji
Castle was surrounded by three layers of moats, and settlements along the major roads were
incorporated into the castle town.The area newly incorporated into the castle town was the
district south of Himeji Castle. The commercial area stretching between present-day Himeji

Station and Himeji Castle developed as a result of this urban planning.
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®From a Castle Town to a Modern Industrial and Commercial City —

Expansion of the Urban Area

When the Edo period ended and the Meiji government introduced the abolition of the feudal
domains and the establishment of prefectures, the prefectural government of Shikama
Prefecture was initially located in Himeji. However, Shikama Prefecture was soon
incorporated into Hyogo Prefecture, and the prefectural government was moved to Kobe. As
a result, Himeji lost its role as an administrative center.

At the same time, after the lord of the domain and the samurai who had lived in Himeji
Castle left, the Japanese Army was stationed there. This helped Himeji develop as an

important military center.



Private industries also began to develop. Infrastructure such as railways and electricity was
introduced, and commercial activity in the former castle town expanded. Factories, including
textile mills, were built around the outskirts of the old castle town, causing the urban area to
expand.

Himeji was also subjected to air raids toward the end of World War II. The areas south of
the castle were particularly badly damaged, and about 40 percent of the city's houses were
destroyed by fire.

After the war, the areas damaged by the air raids were redeveloped. One of the most
important projects was the construction of Otemae Street, which runs directly from Himeji
Station toward the inner castle area of Himeji Castle. The development of this street and other
reconstruction projects helped create the foundation of the modern urban landscape of Himeji.
Today, Himeji City has a population of more than 500,000 and has developed into a city with

a large industrial area.
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2. 3 FHTIEES O FESEHBEX  The Historic District of Himeji Castle Town
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2-1. Himeji Castle, a World Heritage Site, and the Historic District of Himeji Castle Town.
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The World Heritage property of Himeji Castle covers approximately 250 hectares.
This area consists of the "Property" (World Heritage site) and the "Buffer Zone."
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@ Himeji Castle's World Heritage Status
The Historic Area of the Castle Town Buffer Zone Status

In 1993, Himeji Castle was registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. And the historic
urban areas that escaped destruction during the air raids around the Site, was registered as
a Buffer Zone. Within the buffer zone, rules have been introduced to preserve traditional
townscapes and the historic character of the area. At the same time, however, the number of
historic buildings that have survived from the past has continued to decline.

Since the 2000s, organizations dedicated to protecting local history and historic landscapes
and passing them on to future have been established. Hyogo Prefecture has also promoted the
training of "Heritage Managers," specialists who investigate, preserve, and make effective use
of historic buildings.

In recent years, efforts to restore old traditional houses and reuse them as shops or
residences have also become increasingly active. These activities reflect a growing movement
to make use of Himeji's historic townscape not simply by preserving it, but by incorporating

it into contemporary life and commercial activities.
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@ Property (World Heritage Site)

The Property covers approximately 107 hectares, including the castle structures centered
on the inner bailey of Himeji Castle and the surrounding publicly owned land.

The area is designated as a Special Historic Site by the Japanese government and is
strictly protected and managed in accordance with Japan's Law for the Protection of
Cultural Properties.

@ Buffer Zone and the "Historic District of Himeji Castle Town"

The Buffer Zone covers approximately 143 hectares on the east, northeast, and west sides of
the Property. Within this zone, certain regulations are applied to building construction and
land use in order to preserve a townscape that is compatible with and complement the castle.

The urban area south of the property suffered extensive damage during the air raids of
World War II, and many buildings were destroyed. In
contrast, the areas within the Buffer Zone suffered [ tsaETo/s
relatively little damage. As a result, many of the streets, [ mseE/ v or—y—
town blocks, and buildings that date back to the castle
town of the Edo period have survived to the present day.
In particular, numerous traditional townhouses,
including historic buildings dating from the Edo period,
remain in the area.

For this reason, walking through this area allows you

to experience the lifestyle and atmosphere of the former
Himeji castle town firsthand.
In this document, the historic area surrounding Himeji
Castle, excluding the area along Otemae Street, is
introduced to as the “Historic District of Himeji Castle
Town.”

SR
Himeji Castle
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