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l 2-2 Joto and Nozato Areas
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¢ Gateway to the Castle Town / A Blend of Elegance and Formidability: Joto Area

Located in the eastern part of the buffer zone, the "Joto Area' is a section of the former
castle town that extends inside the outer moat on the east side of Himeji Castle. The Saigoku
Kaido—a major highway connecting Kyoto and Osaka with the Sanyo and Kyushu regions—
runs east-west through the old castle town, passing through the Sotokyoguchi-mon Gate
situated along the castle's outer moat.

Merchant houses lined both sides of the highway without a gap, while samurai residences

were densely arranged behind them, serving a defensive function against enemies attacking.

The Goken-yashiki district, once part of this samurai residential area, transformed in the
modern era into a neighborhood of spacious private estates that utilized the large plots
originally laid out for samurai homes. To this day, the area preserves the memory of its past,
serving as a district that conveys its history..

A temple district known as "Teramachi-suji" developed in the area between the outer and
middle moats, with temples lining the street for a distance of approximately 800 meters from
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north to south, flanking the Saigoku Kaido road.

Even today, one can see the distinctive townscape formed by this row of temples.

These temples house designated cultural properties, such as the *Itabi* (Stone Monument)
at Shomyoji Temple and the wooden seated statue of Yakushi Nyorai (Medicine Buddha) at
Zendoji Temple.

© A collection of heritage sites in the castle town that trace the evolution into a modern city

In the southern part of this area stand the Harima-no-kuni Sosha Shrine—the principal
guardian shrine of the Himeji castle town and a preserver of numerous cultural assets—and
the former Himeji Post Office Telephone Exchange.

The road running along the east side of the outer moat was constructed by filling in a
section of the moat; it was developed as the Ikuno Mine Office Carriage Road, a component of
the " Gin no Bashamichi “ (Silver Carriage Road) Japan Heritage site.

Additionally, in World Heritage property, heritage sites remain that are associated with
Himeji Castle's history as a modern military facility. These include the Himeji City Museum
of Art (housed in a repurposed former Imperial Army brick armory) and the Catholic
Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (Junshinkai) Headquarters (located on the
former site of the Imperial Army 10th Division Commander's residence).
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¢ A Castle Town Older than Himeji Castle Town / A Revitalizing Castle Town: Nozato Area

Located in the northeastern section of the buffer zone, Nozato is a castle town that
developed along the Tajima-michi—a road connecting the Himeji castle town to Tajima
Province. The castle town streches beyond the outer moat along this route.

Even before the planned development of the Himeji castle town, merchants and
artisans—including metalware specialists—were already conducting vigorous economic
activities in this area.

Nozato boasts the longest history of any district within the Himeji castle town. It is believed
that by the time Hashiba (Toyotomi) Hideyoshi renovated Himeji Castle in the late 16th
century, the area had already taken shape as a castle town. It continued to flourish as a hub
for merchants and artisans throughout the Edo period and into the modern era.

Although the number of shops declined from the late 20th century onward, there has
recently been a growing trend of revitalizing and utilizing historic buildings to open new
businesses.

© 200 *Machiya* and temples / Street network and land divisions unique to castle towns

This area was largely unaffected by war damage, and the street structure and land
divisions unique to castle towns remain in a form close to their original state. The area boasts
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the highest rate of surviving historical buildings within the former Himeji castle town, with
approximately 200 *Machiya*(traditional townhouses in urban areas) still standing, including
the area adjacent to the buffer zone. The northern section of the Tajima Road (Nozato Kaido)
in this area is designated as a historical townscape preservation district based on city
ordinances.There are numerous designated and registered cultural properties here; structures
such as the Former Onoe Family Residence (Kokuraya), Kozuki Family Residence, Akuta
Family Residence, Uohashi Kimono Shop, Uohashi Family Residence, and Unshoji Temple are
all registered as Nationally Registered Cultural Property. The Akuta family also preserves a
wealth of historical materials, most notably *Masu®*(a measuring box) that served as the
standard for the *Taiko Kenchi* (land survey) conducted in the late 16th century—an item
designated as a National Important Cultural Property.

Keiunji Temple—whose main hall was reportedly built using timber donated by the Ikeda
clan and the temple houses works of art and craft designated as cultural properties by Himeji
City—features the "Hiyoku-zuka' associated with the tale of "Onatsu and Seijirs," a famous
popular fiction story from the Edo period. the temple's subsidiary temple, Koshoji, preserves
stone fence panels (*tamagaki®) dedicated by kabuki actors and others. Additionally, the
Nozato Konei-so (Emergency Food Stockpile Warehouse ), a city-designated cultural property,
is located near Keiunji Temple.
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