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Senba and Josai Areas
Senba Area: Supporting Logistics in Himeji Castle Town

Senba-Josai area, located on the west side of the buffer zone, is a former castle
town situated west of the Senbagawa River, which once served as the outer moat of
Himeji Castle.

The Saigoku Kaido—a major highway connecting Kyoto and Osaka with the
Sanyo and Kyushu regions—ran east-to-west through the southern part of this area.
Lined with merchant houses, the road bustled with the constant movement of people
and goods.

In addition, a landing point was established on the west bank of the Senba River
to handle the transport of goods between the castle town and the outer port of
Shikama, allowing Senba to develop into a vital logistics hub for Himeji.

The Western Gateway to the Castle Town: A Hub of People and Goods

Within the Senba and Josai areas, Tatsuno-machi—located along the Saigoku
Kaido — was the first to develop into a town.

The origins of Tatsuno-machi date back to the late Sengoku period. The town is
said to have taken shape after Hashiba (Toyotomi) Hideyoshi, who established
Himeji Castle as his base for ruling the Harima region, relocated people from the
conquered castle town of Aga to this area and opened a market.

The name "Tatsuno-machi" is believed to derive from its location as the gateway
for entering Himeji from the direction of Tatsuno (a city neighboring Himeji).

During the Edo period, as the Ikeda clan proceeded with the development of
Himeji Castle, the castle town was expanded to include the area around
Tatsuno-machi. Subsequently, the Honda clan who became the lords of Himeji Castle
established Senba Hontokuji Temple and developed the boat transport system on the
Senba River. Through these efforts, the fundamental layout of the Senba town took
shape.

Throughout the Edo period, Senba flourished not only as the western gateway to
the Himeji castle town but also as a distribution hub where people and goods
converged, serving as a vibrant center for commerce as well as the exchange of
diverse cultures.

Himeji’s Evolution into a Modern Commercial City

From the Meiji period onward, commerce and industry flourished, causing
Himeji’ s urban area to expand beyond the boundaries of the former castle town.
New neighborhoods sprang up one after another, and housing for factory workers
was built near the factories.

Meanwhile, residents of the old city center who had amassed wealth through
commerce and industry began building large residences in the suburbs.

Prominent examples include the former Hamamoto Family Residence—now the
Bokei-tei villa at the Himeji City Museum of Literature—and the former Fujimori
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Family Residence, located south of the old castle town. Both are currently
designated as Nationally Registered Cultural Properties of Japan.

Additionally, a cluster of educational institutions—such as the former Himeji
Higher School(*), the former Himeji Middle School, and Himeji Normal School—was
established north of the old castle town. The surrounding area subsequently
developed into an educational district, defined by its high concentration of schools
and students.

(*) Himeji Higher School (under the old education system)

A town where the history of people's lives endures

During the air raids of World War II, fires spread to the southern part of Senba;
however, the majority of the area now designated as the "buffer zone" escaped
destruction.

In the post-war era, the district developed significantly as a commercial hub—
particularly along National Route 2—with many structures being replaced by large
modern buildings. At the same time, approximately 200 machiya (traditional
townhouses) still remain in the Senba and Josai areas, and long-established shops—
such as miso dealers, Japanese confectionery stores, and Buddhist altar shops—
continue to operate there today.

A walk through these townhouses, shops, temples, shrines, and streets allows
visitors to experience a living history of local livelihoods that spans from the Edo
period through the modern era to the present day.

Key Cultural Assets and Historical Buildings in the Area:

eSenba Hontokuji Temple and the Temporary Imperial Residence of Emperor Meiji
eHimeji City Museum of Literature: Bokeitei (Former Hamamoto Family Residence)
eFormer Fujimori Family Residence

eUniversity of Hyogo Yurinoki Hall and Auditorium (Former Himeji Higher School Main
Building and Auditorium)

eFormer Tanaka Family Residence (Annex)

eHatsui Family Residence

eMori Family Residence
Religious Sites:

eKeifukuji Temple, Kenshoji Temple, Otokoyama Tenmangt Shrine, and Fudoin Temple
Historical Remnants:

eRemains of the funairi (boat basin) and mooring stones reflecting water transport on the
Senba River

*The "saw-tooth" street layout characteristic of traditional castle towns

*The site of the former Shikama Prefectural Office
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